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In the fourth in a series 
iinicles aased Tbn exclusive in 
reruieics tvich.jrhe Times, Ilya 
Dzkirkvelov^ a ■ jormer KGB 
Officer and Tass-correspondertt, 
reflects on.tne changes in 
Russia and iru- himself and his 
generation ditrins-- the Stalin 
era and . • 

Ilya Dzliirkvelov is ’not a 
dissident. .A.S." former member 
of the KGB;. he. has little- time 
for Soviet bumanr rights acti- 
vists. In his incemetv . with The 


there were mass peaceful 
demoiistration.s in the Georgian 
capital, Tbilisi. The demonstra- 
tors wanted to know why 
-“their” Stalin was being re- 
moved- from- his* p^estalv The 
authorities-^panitked and sent 


of only now realizes he was: taking.: - Howevec> the' KGB / wasc not Khrushchev made his . “ secret 

in- part in an act of inhumanity, wichour internal dtscord.s in speech” denouncin.g Stalin, 

“ At the time ”, he says, “ I these years, Mr Dzhirkveiov re- ' ■ . - . 

thought the Tatar nation weref yealed in .hisi inter/iew with 
traitors. I had not the slightest-. .The Times. He, cites the case of 
doubt that whaf I was doing a fellow agent who at a KGB 
was right.”. - .. meeting ridiculett the practice 

Dowbts--did enter - in, . Mr of vettirtg candidates.for.:elec.- 

Dzhirkvelov^told The, TV.ies, as -.won. to. the Supreme-Soviet. If 

he became^awareof the gap be- there, was oniy^oiie. candidate, fn. .troops^ ..who- opened fire^ 
tween theadeais proclaimed by . ana he had- to be. approved, by leaving scores dead. Because of 
the-regune and its cynical, .self- the KGB,, surely , there was not what Mr Dzhirkveiov-catls- these 

interested.— conduct, of . affairs., much to be said. lor. demo- “ tragic.-*evehts”; the disturb- 

Even, as a youth in Georgia, he crjicy. .iiv in-Georgia.-took -an.-, anti-j 

Russian: turn. .He,-wa.s sent- by 
the KGB.jto-; Tbilisi — hiss-hom© 
tovyn — to , find ;and punish the 
ringleaders, -;.The, KGB,, jhfr.; says,, 
arrested; MOOkcrpepple, _ but'-epo 


Times, which'‘i^ged. from his ~s3ys,.he waSjStruck.by the 

boyhood vears'ito the present, , that those- in, authority . evacu-., from, the KGB, tor ^^ Trotskyism . 

MrOzbirkvelortreflected on the'-' ated theirvown. families to the., and. opportunism ,and^ Mr 
ch^g^ to R^^ot^r ^e past ' Iranian, border as the, Germans Dzhirkveiov was himself chided 
30 in a4tone;whi^ Lg-: , advanced,:/l^.leayingV^>ssei:: tor ^^.-storbsightedness* when 

;est^h1ttt5« is5?Dpa^y- tor to®:.” mortaU . A '*^iifciSnt ' “stigators^Ifwere* e ver fou n d* 

a:..-:.' since, the G^rgtan. 'reaction,- to. 


is ar 'd«8nt standard 'of living, - produced 
a. degroe-^df TjersdiiaTKfreedbm, greatest 
butv^af the' :saiokiy time--strong..'‘ Laveenty 


had-been.quite 
{Spontaneous.-; 

Dzhirkvelbi/ 


monsters in Stalin, and -% Jf. .'34ir,eato.f ' and, 

Beci^: .Stalln-’s - t®dmication.’:;,fpb,. ..Stal^ 



coupled ,-withraph.lnh.of -Ldisdain; 

for: the, -leadership vof ' Khnish-^ 
chev •whic:h<-':followed.~cJle rack-'; 

.now! ed gs«^‘ / th a f'r " Khru shch'eV I 


memoer* 

Partyfot _. , - .. ., , ,, 

to rhe'days’of-'Stalin; even now assigned to guard, 'the delegates...*; ■ ■ . . . , — ^ ^ • *, - . -t. i-v 

with- a.--d«gree'-:of.'inostalgia. '.A :to ^ the v^yaltaj,. Conference s^ : Bur itv'was’^the death 

Stocky;*.?^ : suntanned Georgian P^bruary:-194 S*.vFoc, - young air into ..the enclo^d,* 
wjth.'clo^'croppfi^i^vhite hair, ;• maa of^ ainbidon, to- guard of “ Beria “which causecT-'P^'^^^^^'i world r of Stalinism* 

Mr ■D^cl^lov^recaHs-'-witlr < Big Three was- to: take p^t in,,.^ greatest tremors' ivithin the -'But Statiri,-'says Mr Dzhirkvel'd-ir 
^iMtion how:he<30Hved ^he; an historiej/.eyeni. An"-, to. be ; passing of'the ' was at least a ‘strong: .leader. 

ume toe NKVD~ clos & .. to . btalin to^.“® * }” ■- dictator, 'mahy.’KGB ’operativfeVT'His culf .of personality” -was' 

*" *"'_to®,- first -fkish - pf ® - feared the^denrise of the System' - a real and' fearful one,/ whereas' 

youthfnp eotopsiasn^i;.- ,' _ - ' ' he had crated/ a’iysfem which 'the' self-gTorificatioa-*' 0 -f both 

To manppeople'bpth-irtsideA' greater than. - the depended oii the KGB for its'' Khrushchev'.dnd Brezhnev have 

and outside -Russia: the initials ■powerful than ; the , isar. .’ v pxistenre;-' In tha.* nn'w»r been - - nale' ’ ; and'.' ■' lauahable 



lateh.;^2^-I^irl^^^idv reto R^aiAn landladyTov 

he understand, that the, tnetuns' ;Otter Mr-' Dahirkvelov^and;bi.S; leaders eniisted"'' 4“ 


of th&rrsecrett.poiice'-'weret'the: ^ new^ wife accommodation.'; 
innocent ca5uahies*»o£^a---cruel,se-^ ; When - .two.- 
and arbitrary. despotism;;.f«^ i 


'immonaruin - v i* - - ^l-.v.^Sbylot powetlong^and loyally; ^ 

■ '-UnSd^^Stat^'? -/^4:..oL,ithe;'Army,,:, who;” ■Phe .KGBbsnii-to^^^ 

tanks *Oa to the streets'’ ciiKv,»rcinn.a.hi'rvaH 



rftiin/1 ■ IITV rh^ c- X \*itw - ^ OR ^ Dzorzhinsky^^ “Square in' selveG: A why' should Vwe r trusti 

some.of-wfaom; had. fought f<^cself . ^ad ^du^^^fr^eu5: ^.harges4;lLaginst;^^their: ^boss;^;/;tUlm;rbac ;to ^^£:a^;;te 

r-Jn^ enve ' l\/f r* TVyliirlrvi^frtt/ ' Ttrii Q .* !v*/a1 } ” ' ’ ^ 7.' -L . 


^^-Ri*'rkyeloy;;jyii^^Avelk”j:^x.>-^T‘AH' 


order'- to '.avoid cenain death rri ’'"' Outwardly,' 
Nari'Sstarvatiohl'camps. This Dzhirkvelov^was'ban^exemplary ' 
did not,, .however, .save-.thetn.' - citizen'. He* was now: married; to ' 
from •' equally ' certain- . death 
the hands ' of" Soviet 


.. W,haTMr;I>zhif'kvetov hatik'ef's I 

however 'br- Mr ib ;f.s'"“J.."i,',*J?>®to®ri“iiaLi"iP®ri-?'.-a.ftef— and,*;^he;sayj,'“ toefe'are,-^ 
r an:; exemplary ' •' ^ ^ ^^®‘'; many .who think.-.as I •do-”'-=';is'''^aJ 

. ; Ciuzeii'. ne* was - now: married; to h *' 'com* with; a strong t centraiJ 

ith at, .a fellow employee of the KGB; : authority, but- one iiu, -which: -aJ 

firing, .(They were-^later. 'divorced degree- of -personal; Itoerty-andl 

squads. The remaining Tatars second' wife ,and..their. daughter i- ..® „.-.‘,”.-.e.xpressioii.o£_opinioii. is.permis-j 

were^depo rted-'iar-.' gunpoint/.; t6'^''are-wito him- in7th'e:::West;FA~s''i''''®.®®^"'"?*’P*'f®’’''°®*®®.''*‘''to®;p®y''''fsible.^^^^^^ 

Siberia ■ and ' central .'\sia by a reward ' for; loyal- service Mr - f®r. I920s in the Soviet Union as an 

NKVD troops, among them the Dzhiirkvelovlwas'given a p6st-jn iV * ^-2 era when this combination’ pre* 

17-year-old ., Ilya Dzhirkveiov. the First Chief ^Directorate .of..’.^?. Stoli'n and Beria is co|^ .yg;(g^_ KGB,'. 

Many died'_en route._ The de— the KGB, -whichkeovers intelli-.: to® ’to.?4 bvhich he-is in some ways-proud 

scendants of -the survivors have gence''and counter-intelligence,, iJ'®i'® .;p®®,‘'S;^ii?,, hke _himseltb 'tp, have served, exists; in order 
still not'beeii allowed to return /in. foreign, couhtrieSi-TIe becam^.,.Bena,'>he-saysi-vyjis on the whole: i to stifle the.challenge posed'-to 
to their homeland. - ;:-..an '?expert.,on4Turl^ey/dnd*:-Iran,"':*“ tosliked->- ;rby',3Geoegians,swhol 'authoritarianism', byi*demands 

The wholesale deportation of and -was entrusted with underi'T'considered -him, “ criiel ” even .for-freedom does not strike'him 
the Tatars- ranks- as one-.- of. covey ••missions.iin^-ithose^coun—. byi toeir standacdsy-.r ; as. a contradiction.! ■ ’ .■'■ J 

Stalin^s - .f most horrendous tries,-! helpingf^foAtomentVsub-'''' if,/Theirfattitude T;o»'Stalin was \V : : ' *« 

Crinid9*''' TV»M«%*t»is.ails^w.' ■ — I e * — v. — (( 
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as. a contradiction.^' '. ’ 
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